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Susan Hockfield

Drought, Wildfires 
For California, climate change is here. 

In a month, the California wildfire season will take off. Coping with 
it will test the state and cities in a way they have never been tested 
before. This will be the unacknowledged battlefield for how 
environmental justice plays out in California, and for how climate 
action plays out across America.
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Letter to the 
Community: Looking 
to the Future  
Thursday, February 16, 2012  

I write to share with you my decision to step 
down from the presidency of MIT. Over the 
past seven years, working together we have 
accomplished far more than I set out to do. The 
Institute is now moving forward on a new set of 
ambitious goals, and I have concluded that the 
powerful momentum we have built makes this 
an opportune moment for a leadership 
transition. 
I came to MIT in December 2004 with a profound sense of 
the privilege and the responsibility of the president’s role. 
But nothing could have prepared me for this remarkable 
community of creative minds. Together, we have made 
tremendous progress in dozens of ways, strengthening MIT’s 
foundations and setting our sights for the future. We are 
designing the policy, technology and education required to 
address the global need for sustainable energy. We have 
accelerated MIT’s ability to synthesize the strengths of 
science and engineering to fight disease and to invent new 
powers of computation. We have expanded the Institute’s 
global connections. We are charting a course to a new future 
for American manufacturing. We have also built a framework 
for the future of our campus and neighborhood, fortified the 
Institute’s financial structures, strengthened MIT’s culture of 
inclusion and increased the number of undergraduates we 
can educate. With the recent introduction of MITx, we are 
changing the conversation around affordability, access and 
excellence in higher education. Through last year’s 
celebration of MIT’s Sesquicentennial, our community 
emerged reenergized and refocused on our mission of 
service to the nation and the world. And we achieved all this 
and more while steering the Institute through the worst 
global financial crisis since the Great Depression. 

The momentum of all that we have accomplished has 
tempted me to stay on to see our many efforts bear their full 
fruit. But to support our ambitious goals for the future, MIT 
has begun the crucial work of planning for a significant new 
fundraising campaign. A campaign on this scale will require 
the full focus and sustained attention of the Institute’s 
president over many years. I have concluded that it would be 
best for the Institute to begin this next chapter with new 
leadership. 

Presidential searches generally take time; I will serve until my 
successor is selected by the MIT Corporation and is ready to 
assume the role. I look forward to continuing to be a 

“The Institute is now 
moving forward on a new 
set of ambitious goals, and 

I have concluded that the 
powerful momentum we 
have built makes this an 
opportune moment for a 

leadership transition.”

Susan Hockfield

Some introductory remarks



THE INNOVATION PLAYBOOK

How MIT became a for-profit Corporation serving the fossil 
fuel industry. 
Report to the FBI — Ed Carlevale — May 31, 2022

THE INNOVATION HUB  

Skolkovo Institute of Science and 
Technology 

MIT develops fossil fuel research center in 
Moscow, focused on shale and Arctic oil 
development.

THE INNOVATION ORCHARD 

The Engine 

In a month, the California wildfire season 
will take off. Coping with it will test the state 
and cities in a way they have never been 
tested before. This will be the 
unacknowledged battlefield for how 
environmental justice plays out in 
California, and for how climate action plays 
out across America.

THE INNOVATION PLAYBOOK 

Maria Zuber Greenwashing Guide 
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Bipartisanship

This can be a headline 
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“L” is for Liar

“In our judgment, a symbolic public move to divest is 
not the most effective way for MIT to drive progress 

on the climate challenge, and pursuing it would 
interfere with the two strategies MIT should pursue 
because of their promise for direct progress: active 

engagement and bold convening.”



2007 2008 2009 20112010200620052004

20082007200620052004 201120102009

2007 
Deutch nominates Reif as 
Schlumberger Director.

2011 
MIT signs agreements with 
Russia to lead development 
of Skolkovo 2015 

Schlumberger settles 
criminal lawsuit.

2010 
ERC publishes report, given mandate to 

produce final report.

2015 
Fossil Free MIT begins protests 

MIT Publishes a Plan for Action 

Fossil Free MIT begins 166 day sit 
in protest. 

MIT faculty sign petition in 
support.

2012 
ERC publishes report final report. 

Disband when no engagement from 
administration.

February 16, 2012 

Susan Hockfield 
announces decision to 
step down

2006 
Deutch writes 
‘manifest destiny’ for 
fossil fuel companies.

2010 
Deutch and Reif bring 
Skolkovo agreement to MIT.



Schlumberger Skolkovo Gazprom Neft

Exhibit 1 

Skolkovo Institute of Science and 
Technology

PRIVATE SPONSORS 

Funding is generally in 
millions, focused on 
center or program.

REPORTS 

100-500 pages 

Large topics 

No specific audience


